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PAID INTERNSHIP IN A NEW YORK STATE FOLK ARTS PROGRAM NOW
AVAILABLE

Applications are now being accepted for a Folklore/Folk Arts Internship, supported
through the Internship program of New York Folklore and the New York State Council
on the Arts. The Folklore/Folk Arts Internship provides opportunities for graduate
students in folklore to learn first-hand about public folk arts programming and field
research while completing a project that will benefit both the host organization and the
folklorist intern. This program has introduced many public folklorists now employed in
the field to the challenges and opportunities of working within the public sector. For a
participating folk arts program, the internship provides an opportunity to interact with
students immersed in the latest folklore scholarship at the graduate level.

Any student enrolled in a masters or doctoral graduate folklore/ethnomusicology
program or a Community Scholar with relevant experience may apply. Folklorists who
graduated from a graduate folklore program in the past two years may also apply.
Interns will be expected to undertake a special project linked to their learning program
for graduate study which will also benefit the host organization. This year one
internship is available, to be hosted by the New York State Old-Tyme Fiddlers
Association and Hall of Fame in Redfield, New York. Located in the rural Tug Hill
Plateau region of New York State, on the western edge of New York’s Adirondack
Region, the NYS Old Tyme Fiddlers Association and Hall of Fame was formed in
1976/1977.

The New York State Old Tyme Fiddlers’ Association Inc. is a non-profit 501 (c)(3)
organization with a mission to preserve, promote and perpetuate the art of old time
fiddling and the dances pertaining to this art.. Every last full weekend in July the
NYSOTFA still holds it's annual Fiddlers' Picnic featuring a special guest artist, dancing
and individual performances. In 1981, a building to house the North American Fiddlers’
Hall of Fame and Museum Institute was purchased. In addition to the many pictures of
the North American and New York State Fiddlers' Hall of Fame inductees, the museum
also has an archive of recorded sound, exhibits and historical artifacts pertaining to the
history of the NYSOTFA and New York State fiddling in general.

The duration of this internship is 8 weeks, 30-35 hours per week. It will occur from late
June through August, 2026, during the height of the summer concert series, with fiddling
concerts occurring each Sunday during the summer.



A driver’s license and use of an automobile is required. Housing will be provided
to the intern A stipend of $5000 will be provided to the intern.

To apply, submit a resume’ or CV and a letter describing the potential benefits of the
internship for the applicant’s career goals as a public folklorist. For current graduate
students, please reflect on the internship’s relationship to your graduate learning
program. The application letter should also indicate how previous experiences in
programming, field research and/or administration would contribute to the organization
hosting the internship. Following the internship, the intern and the host
organization are both required to submit a report evaluating the internship.

Applications must be received by midnight on March 315t and decisions about the
successful candidates will be made by April 10, 2026. Applications must be submitted
electronically to New York Folklore, info@nyfolklore.org. Additional information can be
obtained by contacting Ellen McHale, Executive Director of New York Folklore,
emchale@nyfolklore.org.

A detailed description of the internship follows:

The intern, with the assistance of organization volunteers will record interview
recordings and create a plan to create more recordings of Northern New York fiddlers.
The intern will be the lead person conducting interview recording of fiddlers in upstate
New York to grow the collection and archive that was begun in the 1980s using digital
technology. Recordings will also be made at the weekly concert events which occur at
the Fiddlers’ Hall of Fame.

The intern will assist the New York Old Tyme Fiddlers Association and Hall of Fame with
updating the archival collection to the present. The intern will gain practical knowledge
on folk music and New York State fiddling traditions, as well as archival arrangement and
description.

This internship is ideal for an ethnomusicology student or a student interested in music
archives.
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