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Happy Retirement!
A Fond Farewell to Laurie Longfield

! aurie was born and raised in Sche-

nectady, but she has lived in many

East and West Coast locations. She joined
New York Folklore in 2009, enriching the
organization through her many prior years
of learned experience in the arts, banking,
and finance.

In her 16 years at New York Folklore,
Laurie did many things that aren’t listed
on her job description. She not only pro-
vided her managerial skills to New York
Folklore, but Laurie was also the “face” of
the gallery to the numerous artists whose
work was exhibited here. She strove to
display the consigned artwork in the best
possible light. The Gallery of Folk Art was
known by the rest of the New York Folk-
lore staff as “Laurie’s Gallery.” Thanks to
Laurie’s keen eye, today’s gallery is a place
of warmth and welcome, from holiday de-
cor to the plants that flourish under her
hand. Many a child (and adult!) have been
delighted by the candy, which can always
be found on her desk!

Laurie is an institution of her own in
our Jay Street Community. As any staff
member will tell you, members of the
public are often taken aback to find some-
one else sitting at her desk—when Laurie
has taken a well-deserved vacation day.
She has many visitors who stop by regu-

larly to chat—including artists, residents

VOICES: The Journal of New York Folklore

of Jay Street and downtown Schenectady,
and members of Schenectady’s Ambas-
sador Program, which provides hospi-
tality and assistance to visitors to down-
town Schenectady. Always willing to talk,
she welcomes visitors into the New York
Folklore space and is on a first-name basis
with many. Over the years, she has shared
a wealth of information about the Sche-
nectady community to visitors, drawing
on her own roots in the area.

Over the years that Laurie worked for
New York Folklore, her responsibili-
ties increased as the organization’s needs
changed. She became the official proof-
reader for press releases and marketing
materials, and regularly provided design

and layout expertise for printed matter.

As the Administrative Manager for [oic-

es: The Journal of New York Folklore, she
worked with authors to obtain permis-
sions for publishing, for use of photo-
graphs, and made sure they received their
complimentary copies for publishing in
the Journal. Her proofreading skills proved
valuable to checking proofs of the Journal,
also. And she fielded requests for articles
from older volumes sought by the public.
Laurie also became New York Folklore’s
“safety officer” and ADA Compliance
Officer.

We sincerely wish all the best for her
well-deserved retirement! We hope that
Tautie, an innovative cook and avid read-
er, will now have more time to pursue the
things that she loves and will continue to

stay in touch with us and with New York
Polklore. 9%




Join or Renew your New York Folklore
Membership to Receive Voices
and other Member Benefits

For the General Public

Voices is a peer-reviewed scholarly journal,
published twice annually. Join New York
Folklore and become part of a community
that will deepen your involvement with
folklore, folklife, the traditional arts, and
contemporary culture. As a member,

you'll have early notice of Gallery special
exhibits and NYF-sponsored key events.
Members receive a discount on NYF
Gallery items.

For Artists and Professionals

Become a member and learn about
technical assistance programs that will get
you the help you may need in your work:

Mentoring and Professional Development
Folk Artists Self-Management Project
Folk Archives Project

Consulting and Referral

Advocacy

A Public Voice

Membership Levels

$ 50.00
$100.00
$150.00

Individual

Basic Membership
Harold W. Thompson Circle

Edith Cutting Folklore in
Education

Organizations/Institutions

$ 75.00
$100.00
$150.00

Subscriber
Partner

Edith Cutting Folklore in
Education

Please add $20.00 for non-US addresses.

For payment, choose the option that works best for you:

Use our website, www.nyfolklore.org

or mail a check to us at 129 Jay St., Schenectady NY 12305;

or call the NYF business office, 518-346-7008, to pay with
a credit card over the phone.




