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Folklife Center
30th Anniversary Festival

BY TODD DEGARMO, FOUNDING DIRECTOR

he Folklife Center at Crandall Public
Library celebrated its 30th anniversa-
ry with a free Festival in City Park, outside
the Library, in downtown Glens Falls on
Tuesday, July 25, 2023, from 10 a.m. until
5 p.m.
Over 60 folk artists filled the park, dem-
onstrating their crafts and sharing their

traditions. Up close and personal, festival-

goers were able to witness firsthand the art-
ists” skills and to talk directly with the ex-
perts. Many of the artists offered a hands-
on component to their exhibit.

The traditions were far-reaching: Black
ash basketry by Carrie Hill; black ash and
birch bark basketry by Bliss White Mc-
Intosh; barn quilts by Ruth McWilliam;
blacksmithing by Kirke Perry, Dan Norm-

ington, and Mike Gracey of NYS Designer
Blacksmiths; Bluegrass Jams and Ukulele
Club, hosted by Alan Epstein and Alex
Grandy; chainsaw carving by Peter Winter;
Chair Caning by Christiine Ferris-Hubbard;
Congolese samusa making by Huguette
Tshiamua; drumming with Amorak Youth;
fiber arts by Mathilde Lind; fly fishing
fly tying and fly casting by Paul Sinicki;

State of New York

—Leqislafive Resolution —

e
Lo

N/of/\, Woerner and Simpson

COMMEMORATING the 30th Anniversary of the creation of the Folklife Center at the Crandall Public
Library on July 25, 2023

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that the qualny of life oﬁhe cmzens of(he State of
New York is greatly enriched by its i cultural, and an

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its long-standing traditions, this
Legislative Body is justly proud to commemorate the 30th Anniversary of the creation of Folklife Center
at the Crandall Public Library to be celebrated at its Festival on Tuesday, July 25, 2023, in Glens Falls
City Park; and

'WHEREAS, On July 28, 1993, the Board oI'Tms(ees of Crandall Public Library approved the creation of
a new department, the Center for Folklife, History, and Cultural Programs, later known as the Folklife
Center, adopting its mission statement, activities, and appointing folklorist Todd DeGarmo, its founding
director; and

WHEREAS, The region served by the Folklife Center encompasses the library's four-county service area
as Central Reference Library, including Saratoga, Warren, Washington and Hamilton counties in upstate
New York; and

WHEREAS, The establishment of the Folklife Center effectively transformed the 10-year-old Folklife
Program and the library's hundred-year-old hlslor} room and its collections, into a Center for original
research and documentation, special collections and archives, cultural pmgmmmlng for the public, and
scholarly discussion on the living and historical cultural heritage of the region; and

WHEREAS, On May 24, 1995, the library officially opened a physical space for the Folklife Center,
raising over $125,000 in state, federal, and private foundation funds, to create a staffed research room,
online catalog, centralized archival storage, gallery, and staff workspaces; and

'WHEREAS, On December 12, 2008, with the opening of the newly renovated library, the Folklife
Center moved into newly expanded quarters, with enlarged gallery, research room, archival storage, and
staff worksp thanks to a half million-doll donation; and

'WHEREAS, Throughout its 30 year existence, the Folklife Center has continuously raised funds for its
activities, totaling over three million dollars, including grants from the New York State Council on the
Arts, National Endowment for the Arts, New York State Archives and Records Administration,
Champlain Valley National Heritage Partnership, New York Humanities Council, New York State Music
Fund, Alfred Z. Solomon Charitable Trust, Leo Cox Beach Philanthropic Foundation, Touba Family
Foundation, Capital District Library Council, William G. Pomeroy Foundation, Parent Child Library
Services, Youth Bureau of Washington County, among others; and

'WHEREAS, The Folklife Center's ever-growing archives and special collections, including published
local and regional histories, family histories, the papers of community organizations, photographs and
prints, maps, art and artifacts, are conserved and preserved in a secure, climate-controlled environment,
and are made available to the public aided by knowledgeable staff; and

WHEREAS, Its curated exhibitions in the Fulkllfc Gallery featuring Iocnl regional and international folk
arts; the stories of creative people and local i the of industry, county
fairs and hometown life, of people and places near and far in place and time; and

Legislative Resolution, State of New York, commemorating the 30th Anniversary of the Folklife Center at the Crandall Public Library

on July 23, 2023 (2 pages).
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WHEREAS, The Folklife Center has continuously hosted lecture series, workshops, films, discussions,
and other events for adults, children, and families; and has partnered on such activities with local schools,
libraries, and other organizations; and

WHEREAS, The Folklife Center has continuously produced its live music, storytelling, and dance
performances, of hundreds of local, regional, and international performers, presented free at Library, at
the bandstand in City Park and other guest sites, engaging thousands of patrons from throughout the
region, and reaching even more by recording these events for its YouTube channel; and

WHEREAS, The Folklife Center is producing visual stories of our region, with a series of video
documentaries, including Battenkill Inspired, Lake George On the Water, Champlain Canal Stories; and

WHEREAS, The Folklife Center has embraced the digital age with its own blog, YouTube channel,
participant in NY Heritage.org, Facebook and Instagram presence; and

WHEREAS, The Folklife Center has mentored scores of volunteers and student interns from such
colleges as Colgate, Hamilton, Ithaca, Bard, St Lawrence, Skidmore, Albany State, Geneseo, Empire
State, and others, in archival management, curating of exhibitions, field research and documentation,
video production, among other skills; and

WHEREAS, Over the years, founding director Todd DeGarmo has been aided by a number of staff
joining (and retiring) from the Folklife Center, including Bruce Cole, Katherine Chansky, Albert Fowler,
Erica Wolfe Burke, Kevin Rogan, Patricia Dolton, and Amanda Franzoni; and

WHFRFAb. The ;lan‘ol’ the Folklife Center maintain ties with regional historical and cultural

i attending serving on boards and advisory committees, editing
publications, including though not limited to New York Folklore, Documentary Heritage Program and
Services for New York State, the Museum Association of New York, Warren County Historical Society:
and

WHEREAS, Steeped in a proud and dlslmgmshed history, the Folklife Center may take just pride in its
purposeful growth, as it looks forward to to serve the i cultural and i
needs of the community; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deli the 30th A
of the creation of Folklife Center at the Crandall Public Library on Jul) 25, 2023; and be it further

to Todd DeGarmo,

RESOLVED, That a copy of this ion, suitably d, be
Founding Director, the Folklife Center at the Crandall Public Library.

ADOPTED IN ASSEMBLY ON By order of the Assembly,
June 5,2023
/My///. £ Do~

Mary-Anne E. Dandles, Clerk
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CRANDALL PUBLIC LIBRARY
Heritage - Community - Creativity

30th Anniversary

FESTIVAL

Tuesday, July 25, 2023
Free * 10 am to 5 pm

Glens Falls City Park

hammer dulcimer by Dan Duggan; henna
art by Anusha Sekhar; iconography by
Altin Stojha; Irish stick fighting with John
Borter, Tris Chiovari, and Chris Shaw of
the Whiskey Stick Faction; nature garden
sculpture by Randy Squires; painted floor
cloths by Janet Flinchbaugh; paper art and

large-scale engineering with Paula Beardell
Krieg; photography by Cliff Oliver; porcu-
pine quilling, pine needle, and birch bark
basketry by Thomas A. Mowatt; primi-
tive peg loom weaving and cheese making
by Joanne Peters Steele; rough edge bowl
turning by John Kingsley; rustic furniture
by Barry Gregson; sculptures of found ob-
jects by Jack Metzger; stonework and stone
walls by Dan Chambers; stringed instru-
ments by Martin Macica; timber framing by
Sam Bruckman; tintype photography with
Craig Murphy; Torah scribing on deerskin
by Linda Motzkin; Wee Lassie Canoe by
Adirondack Folk School;
birds by CJ Lyttle.

Live music was shared throughout the

wood-carved

day at the Bandstand: Dan Berggren (also,
the emcee); Dan Duggan; Josh Clevenstine;
Quickstep (with John Kirk, Trish Miller,
Cedar Stanistreet, and Greg Anderson);
The McKrells (Kevin McKrell, Arlin
Greene, Peter Pashoukos, Brian Melick,
Frank Orsini, and Scott Hopkins); The

Desi Trio (Aurelius Joh, Shaman Raphael,
and Daniel Walayat); Alex Torres and
His Latin Orchestra; Al and Kathy Bain;
Smokey Greene; The Greene Brothers; and
Marty Wendell.

Proclamations commemorating the 30th
anniversary of the creation of the Folklife
Center were presented to the Founding Di-
rector Todd DeGarmo and Folklife Center
staff Kevin Rogan, Patricia Dolton, and
Amanda Franzoni. These included a New
York State Senate Proclamation from Dan-
iel G. Stec of the 45th Senate District, and
a New York State Assembly Resolution
from Carrie Woerner of Assembly District
113 and Matt Simpson of Assembly Dis-
trict 114.

Thanks to our major partners, New York
Folklore (Schenectady) and Traditional
Arts in Upstate New York (Canton) for
helping us to organize the event, and to
our funders, New York State Council on
the Arts, Crandall Public Library, and the
Friends of Crandall Public Library.

(From left to right) The Folklife Center’s Kevin Rogan and Todd DeGarmo, Assemblywoman Carrie Woerner, Crandall Public
Library’s Director Kathy Naftaly, Assemblyman Matt Simpson, and State Senator Daniel G. Stec. Photo courtesy of Carrie Woerner.
All photographs courtesy the Folklife Center at Crandall Public Library.
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Chainsaw-carved bear bench by Peter Winter. Photo by Jay Petrequine, WTEN News.

Altin Stoja works in the Byzantine Macedonian style of iconography. Haudenosaunee basketmaker, Carrie Hill. Photo by Emma
Photo courtesy of Carrie Woerner. Rogan.




Trish Chiovari and John Borter demonstrate Doyle Irish stick fighting. Photo by Emma Rogan.
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Alex Torres and His Latin Orchestra perform at the Bandstand. Photo by Emma Rogan.



Jack Metzger with several of his found object sculptures. Photo by
Sue Clary.

Learning to drum with Amorak Youth. Photo by Sue Clary.



Dan Duggan, one of the finest hammered dulcimer players and composers in the country. Photo by Ruth McWilliams.



Rabbi Linda Motzkin and a handmade deerskin parchment
for scribing a Torah scroll. Photo by Emma Rogan.

Folks enjoyed an entire day of music from the Bandstand in City Park. Photos
by Sue Clary.
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Randy Squires creating a floral arrangement. Photo by Emma Rogan.



Chris Ferris Hubbard, a master of the many patterns of chair caning. Photo
by Sue Clary.

The Folklife Center at Crandall Public Library 30th Anniversary
Festival—A 3-minute video of the Festival:
https:/lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=ovtp4NPj6 WQ

A Film by Hannah DeGarmo, 2024

Music:“Mountain Air” by Dan Berggren (1989), Sleeping Giant Records,
https:/lwww.berggrenfolk.com

Produced by the Folklife Center at Crandall Public Library, Glens Falls, NY 2801

Funding provided by the New York State Council on the Arts

Anusha Sekhar applying temporary henna designs. Photo
by Todd DeGarmo.



Join or Renew your New York Folklore
Membership to Receive Voices
and other Member Benefits

For the General Public

Voices is a peer-reviewed scholarly journal,
published twice annually. Join New York
Folklore and become part of a community
that will deepen your involvement with
folklore, folklife, the traditional arts, and
contemporary culture. As a member,

you'll have early notice of Gallery special
exhibits and NYF-sponsored key events.
Members receive a discount on NYF
Gallery items.

For Artists and Professionals

Become a member and learn about
technical assistance programs that will get
you the help you may need in your work:

Mentoring and Professional Development
Folk Artists Self-Management Project
Folk Archives Project

Consulting and Referral

Advocacy

A Public Voice

Membership Levels

$ 50.00
$100.00
$150.00

Individual

Basic Membership
Harold W. Thompson Circle

Edith Cutting Folklore in
Education

Organizations/Institutions

$ 75.00
$100.00
$150.00

Subscriber
Partner

Edith Cutting Folklore in
Education

Please add $20.00 for non-US addresses.

For payment, choose the option that works best for you:

Use our website, www.nyfolklore.org

or mail a check to us at 129 Jay St., Schenectady NY 12305;

or call the NYF business office, 518-346-7008, to pay with
a credit card over the phone.




