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Meet Our FieldworKkerS evanne seruiner

As a statewide organization, New York
Folklore is always looking to strengthen
our reach to diverse regions of the state. A
grant from the National Endowment for
the Arts is helping us do just that! New
York Folklore is prioritizing fieldwork. We
are developing a network of community
scholars who will document traditional
arts throughout the state. These field-
workers are supported by New York Folk-
lore staff, headquartered in the Capital Re-
gion. Our fieldworkers represent diverse
communities and levels of experience. We
are excited to welcome (or welcome back!)
this exceptional group of women to the

field!

Divena Ramessar

The newest addition to New York Folk-
lore is Divena Ramessar, a first-generation
Guyanese American raised with a strong
connection to her Guyanese heritage. She
has been attending festivals, concerts, per-
formances, and community events since
she was a child. Divena has become a tra-
dition bearer in her own right, absorbing
the sights of Guyanese culture: jewelry,
clothing, houschold items, etc. A visual
artist, Divena is currently carrying out
fieldwork in the Guyanese community of
Schenectady and working as a teaching

artist in the Schenectady School District.

Akilah Briggs Melvin

Akilah Briggs-Melvin is a dancer and
teaching folk artist who has over 10 years
of experience in various styles of dance.
In 2020, she created a community step
and dance team for K—12th -grade youth,
called “Diverse Destiny.” She has experi-
ence as a youth development specialist,
and she currently works in the field of
community rehabilitation. As a commu-
nity fieldworker, Akilah is working within
the African American community within
Broome County to identify artists and cul-

tural traditions.

Nada Odeh

Nada Odeh is a Syrian artist, activist,
humanitarian, and a modern-day poet.
She was born and raised in Damascus and
lived in Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates before coming to the United
States in 2013, due to the conflict and

revolution in her country. She is currently

working to build Arabesque, a center to
facilitate cross-cultural understanding by
promoting the work of Middle Eastern
artists, performers, and folklorists, host-
ing them in conversation and connecting
them with American counterparts. Nada’s
work takes place in Buffalo and the South-
ern Tier of the state. Nada’s fieldwork is
being funded in part by a grant from the
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation.

Ladan Nikravan

TLadan Nikravan has been a resident of
the Capital Region since the 1980s, when
she arrived in the region as a student,
emigrating from Iran. In 1989, she began
employment with Centro Civico. Within
six months of her employment, she was
promoted as Deputy Director, and three
years later, became the second person to
hold the title of Executive Ditector for
the organization. After 30 years of ser-
vice as the Executive Director of Centro
Civico, Ladan retired in 2019. She con-
tinues to serve the community. A former
board member of New York Folklore, she
continues to be involved in folk and tra-
ditional arts and culture. Ladan lends her
expertise and her long-standing work with
community as a New York Folklore com-
munity fieldworker in the Capital District
and the Mohawk Valley.

Are you a New York State folklorist or com-
nunity scholar? We wonld love to include you in
our reporting in “From the Field.” Email Anne,

Spring-Summer/Fall-Winter 2024, Volume 50:1-4

ai3did IHL WOYd

25



Join or Renew your New York Folklore
Membership to Receive Voices
and other Member Benefits

For the General Public

Voices is a peer-reviewed scholarly journal,
published twice annually. Join New York
Folklore and become part of a community
that will deepen your involvement with
folklore, folklife, the traditional arts, and
contemporary culture. As a member,

you'll have early notice of Gallery special
exhibits and NYF-sponsored key events.
Members receive a discount on NYF
Gallery items.

For Artists and Professionals

Become a member and learn about
technical assistance programs that will get
you the help you may need in your work:

Mentoring and Professional Development
Folk Artists Self-Management Project
Folk Archives Project

Consulting and Referral

Advocacy

A Public Voice

Membership Levels

$ 50.00
$100.00
$150.00

Individual

Basic Membership
Harold W. Thompson Circle

Edith Cutting Folklore in
Education

Organizations/Institutions

$ 75.00
$100.00
$150.00

Subscriber
Partner

Edith Cutting Folklore in
Education

Please add $20.00 for non-US addresses.

For payment, choose the option that works best for you:

Use our website, www.nyfolklore.org

or mail a check to us at 129 Jay St., Schenectady NY 12305;

or call the NYF business office, 518-346-7008, to pay with
a credit card over the phone.




