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Benjamin N. Raino,  of  Whitehall, passed 
away February 28, 2021, at the age of  87. 
Mr. Raino was an Adirondack outdoorsman, 
known for his expertise in trapping, hunting, 
and fishing. He was also an award-winning 
Master Carver and Arts Educator. His art-
work is on display in museums and craft shops 
throughout Upstate New York. Mr. Raino was 
also a Woods Raconteur (French storyteller) 
and a member of  The Liars Club. He was a 
featured storyteller at numerous county fairs 
and regional cultural events. Each of  his carv-
ings is a one-of-a-kind tribute to nature.

Mr. Raino was a lifelong resident of  
Whitehall, Washington County, New York. 

In Memory of
Benjamin N. Raino (1934–2021)

After a tour in the United States Air Force, 
he earned a degree from New York Univer-
sity as a dental lab technician. He returned 
to Whitehall, started his own business, mar-
ried his wife Carolyn J. Whalen, and had four 
children. He loved his hometown commu-
nity and was active in local organizations and 
politics.

In his obituary, his family requested, in lieu 
of  flowers, that “you support your local Art-
ists and Craftsmen.”

—Todd DeGarmo 
Founding Director

The Folklife Center at  
Crandall Public Library

Above: Wood Carving: Moose & Wolves, 
2005, Folk Art Collection, The Folklife Center 
at Crandall Public Library.

Below:  Ben Raino. File photo from New 
York Folklore.



For the General Public
Voices is a peer-reviewed scholarly journal, 
published twice annually. Join New York 
Folklore and become part of a community 
that will deepen your involvement with 
folklore, folklife, the traditional arts, and 
contemporary culture. As a member, 
you’ll have early notice of Gallery special 
exhibits and NYF-sponsored key events.  
Members receive a discount on NYF 
Gallery items.

For Artists and Professionals
Become a member and learn about 
technical assistance programs that will get 
you the help you may need in your work:

Mentoring and Professional Development

Folk Artists Self-Management Project

Folk Archives Project

Consulting and Referral

Advocacy

A Public Voice

Join or Renew your New York Folklore 
Membership to Receive Voices

and other Member Benefits
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Individual

$  50.00 Basic Membership

$100.00 Harold W. Thompson Circle

$150.00 Edith Cutting Folklore in 
  Education

Organizations/Institutions

$  75.00 Subscriber

$100.00 Partner

$150.00 Edith Cutting Folklore in  
  Education

Please add $20.00 for non-US addresses.

For payment, choose the option that works best for you: 
Use our website, www.nyfolklore.org

 
or mail a check to us at 129 Jay St., Schenectady NY 12305; 

or call the NYF business office, 518-346-7008, to pay with 
a credit card over the phone.


